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reestablish the old order and to injure the socialist
state in the process of construction.
II.  To prevent further harmful actions by persons
belonging to the obviously * 'declassed" elements who
have committed socially dangerous acts.
III.  To adapt the less stable elements from among
the workers themselves, who have committed socially
dangerous acts, to the discipline common to all work-
ers through the application of corrective-labor influ-
ences upon them.
The lay meaning and application of the above legal
provisions, for all practical purposes, may be summed
up as follows:
The adaptation of the common or accidental crimi-
nal, of the man who stole to eat, to a life of labor and
responsibility is the first concern of the Soviet criminal
and corrective labor codes. For offenders falling into
the category of the "less stable elements from among
the workers themselves" isolation, which is the Soviet's
newer term for imprisonment, has become almost
nominal. After a brief, probationary period in the dis-
trict prison the common criminal is despatched to an
agricultural camp or colony where the penal authori-
ties promptly set to work to rehabilitate him.
With the more deep-seated offenders against the
new social order, with members of the former upper
classes, with former merchants who have now become
unepmen" or "speculators," with habitual criminals
or recidivists, a stricter regimen of "isolation" is em-